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Over the Fence….
BABY
Congratulations to Karen and Joe Hickey on the arrival of Maeve Louise, Born on 8th April 2021. A
sister for Riley and a grand daughter for Rhonda.

HISTORICAL
The Narembeen Historical Society met on Monday 19th April. An query was made in
regards to the number of “TELEPHONE EXCHANGES” that were in the Narembeen
area and we are going to follow up on this. Please contact Lorraine Lethlean
(0458033568) if you have any information in this regard, eg Exchange name, number
of parties on the line and who was manning the exchange. All being well the
highlights of the meeting will be printed next week.

ST JOHN AMBULANCE
The ambulance will be in Churchill Street on Tuesday 27th April commencing about 10.30am to
remind members that their subscriptions are due. A collection point will be outside the Co-op
Café. If you are unable to pay on that day, a collection point is at the Medical centre or you can
pay directly to the bank BSB 306 –026
ACCOUNT No. 4179930
$95 for a Family Membership and $57 for a Single Membership
IT IS IN EXCESS OF $400 FOR AN AMBULANCE CALL OUT. — ARE

YOU COVERED?

ANZAC DAY
Please be aware on Sunday 25th April that some roads will be closed near the cenotaph, Longhurst
Street, and Latham Road due to the march past for Anzac Day. Traffic management will be in
place to direct the traffic. PLEASE TAKE CARE
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Morning Sun Motel
Narembeen’s newest quality accommodation.

In Narembeen, tradesmen have been busy building what is soon to be Narembeen’s newest quality accommodation. Des and
Rosemary Smoker give us a little insight into what is happening on the corner of Thomas and Stanley Street.
We could see a need in our district in the town of Narembeen for additional quality accommodation. In September
2019 we purchased 22 and 24 Thomas St, in the centre of Narembeen, and set about making plans for obtaining
planning approval to build a new motel. This was granted in March 2020.
We approached Stallion Homes to commence plans for building a 16 unit motel, consisting of two buildings running
East and West, so the rooms would have large windows facing North. We did this for guests to enjoy the winter
sun and minimise, as much as possible, the summer sun.
We designed entry to the car park from Thomas St and exit via the rear lane. Our instructions to Stallion Homes
were to build solid, spacious units with emphasis on quality sound, heat and cold insulation.
Our desire and motto for The Morning Sun Motel is to provide clean, quiet and comfortable accommodation. To
achieve this, Stallion Homes is building us a premium quality building.
Large limestone fences and garden beds are included for privacy, quietness and aesthetics, incorporating two long
garden beds within the complex.
The complex consists of four large rooms with one queen and one king single bed, 3 seater couch, large tv, large
desk and double case rack. Ten standard rooms with one queen size bed, couch, tv, desk and case rack. Plus, two
rooms that conform to disabled standards. Bathrooms are large and well appointed, and a laundry with various
amenities is to be included for guest use.
Narembeen has extreme temperatures, cold winter nights and hot summer days. The motel is constructed to
maximise the comfort for our guests using environmentally friendly design techniques. The Morning Sun Motel
name was chosen to reflect the design of placing the beds under the windows, allowing guests to enjoy the
morning sun for warmth and light in the winter months.
In addition, the name Morning Sun, without changing the pronunciation, and adjusting a few letters, becomes
Mourning Son: and as we lost our son Adrian in 2011, in a small way this reflects memory of Adrian.
Kyla Padfield is looking after administration and advertising for the Morning Sun Motel. She has been setting up IT
systems, so that the motel will be using all the latest technologies, including keyless entry to all rooms. Kyla is
qualified, friendly and the capable contact person for the motel.
All work has been progressing steadily on the motel, limestone fencing is nearly finished, and the rooms are close to
lock up stage.
The wheatbelt town of Narembeen has been good to our family for many years.
Narembeen and its land, services and people, have provided us with good fortune,
friendship and much kindness. For this reason, we desire to continue to invest and live
in such a good place.
We hope to keep you informed of the progress through our Facebook page, Morning
Sun Motel.
Thank you,
Des and Rosemary Smoker
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THIS ARTICLE WAS PUBLISHED IN THE “take 5” MAGAZINE ON 15TH APRIL 2021

12

The Fence Post

21st April 2021

PUBLISHED IN “LOCAL GOVERNMENT FOCUS” 3RD MARCH 2021—DISTRIBUTED ALL OVER AUSTRALIA
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Mt Walker Golf News
Sunday 18th April was our open day, as it was rescheduled due to the inclement weather
the week before.
The weather was great and we saw a small field of 7 players enjoying a Ambrose round
sponsored by Greg & Carolyn Fagan.
The first ball for the season was hit by Dave Campbell as our club veterans were unable to attend.
The day was won by Colin Ashmore, Darren Phillips, Paul Findley & Merle Phillips
Second winners were The Posties team, consisting of Carol Fagan, Dave & Maree Campbell.
Scribe
Merlene Phillips

WEATHER
Day
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

Date
13th Apr
14th Apr
15th Apr
16th Apr
17th Apr
18th Apr
19th Apr

Max (°C) Min (°C) Rainfall (mm)
19.7
9.6
21.5
8.1
23.7
9.1
24.3
10.3
26.4
10.3
27.1
10.4
24.8
9.0
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Grain Brokers Australia Weekly Market Report
April 20, 2021
Nigeria’s people to pay for poor government policy…
Nigeria’s Central Bank took to Twitter last Friday to announce the extraordinary step of cutting off the supply
of foreign currency to importers of wheat and sugar. The embattled country is attempting to conserve US dollar reserves amid a domestic recession and spiralling foreign debt.
The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) was a big seller of hard currency in foreign exchange markets on Friday,
pushing the Nigerian naira to a record 437.62 against the US dollar. And rising food costs continue to be the
key driver of inflation, with the annual rate rising 1.6 per cent last month to 22.95 per cent.
The oil-rich nation relies heavily on food and agricultural imports valued at over US$10 billion annually to
feed a population that recently soared above the 210 million mark. However, low oil prices and the ongoing
COVID-19 lockdown restrictions have stifled Nigeria’s economy and increased borrowings. Revenue from oil
and gas exports fund 90 per cent of the country’s annual budget.
Nigeria is Africa’s most populous nation and the continent’s biggest economy. In 2015 the CBN implemented a
foreign exchange (FX) restriction list for 41 items it believed could be produced locally instead of imported. The
currency controls were designed to ease pressure on the local currency amid a shortage of US dollars but instead led to skyrocketing inflation and further weakened the naira, making imports more expensive in local currency terms.
The list has expanded to 44 items in the ensuing years, with corn added in July 2020. In 2019 the government
banned access to foreign exchange for dairy imports in a bid to stimulate domestic production. This infuriated
industry groups arguing that domestic milk production was not enough to meet local demand. After months of
discussion and protest, the CBN was forced to lift the foreign exchange restrictions in February 2020 for six
firms to import milk.
According to the United States Department of Agriculture, Nigeria’s wheat production in the 2020/21 season will
be a paltry 60,000 metric tonne. That equates to 1.2 per cent of domestic demand, which is forecast at 4.95
million metric tonne this marketing year. This is despite ten years of collaboration between the government,
flour millers and farmers aimed at greatly reducing imports by increasing local wheat production to 50 per cent
of domestic demand.
The Nigerian government collects a five per cent tariff on all wheat imports, plus an additional 15 per cent
levy, which is earmarked for the national wheat development program. Despite Nigerian millers' preference
for imported wheat, the government is requiring millers to purchase local wheat at a fixed price of US$400
per metric tonne; well above international values.
However, the farmers prefer to sell their limited production to the Sahel countries to the north and nongovernment organisations (NGOs) who feed displaced citizens in the crisis-torn northern regions of the country where terror group Boko Haram continues to commit atrocities. According to the UN Refugee Agency, violence perpetrated by Boko Haram has affected 26 million people in the Lake Chad region and displaced 2.6
million of them since 2009.
The USDA has Nigeria pencilled in for wheat imports of 5.50 million metric tonne with around 500,000 metric
tonne of exports, as wheat flour, to landlocked Sahel countries to the north, namely Niger, Chad and Mali.
The import number is up 3 per cent on the previous year and is 18 per cent higher than the 2018/19 season.
With only 50,000 metric tonne of wheat going into domestic livestock rations, that means that 99 per cent, or
4.9 million metric tonne, of Nigerian wheat demand, is for human consumption. Around 70 per cent of the
flour milled from wheat goes into food products such as bread, semolina, pasta and other wheat flour products.
Russia, the US., Black Sea exporters, The European Union, Canada and Australia are the major wheat suppliers to Nigeria, with relative prices and sea freight rates determining their market share from season to season. Larger exportable surpluses and lower prices out of the Black Sea region have increased the market
share from that part of the world in recent years.
Nevertheless, imports of cheaper wheat from the Baltic states of Latvia and Lithuania have also grown as
domestic millers try to reduce the price of flour and increase their profitability. The mills are blending the lowquality Baltic wheat with more expensive, higher quality, Hard Red Winter out of the United States.
Australian milling wheat is also popular with Nigerian manufacturers when prices allow. More than 300,000
metric tonne was exported to the West African nation in 2017 and 60,000 metric tonne was shipped in February this year.
The changing market dynamics have reduced the market share of US origin wheat from a high of 91 per cent
of Nigerian imports in the 2010/11 marketing year to just 35 per cent in 2019/20. That said, Nigeria has consistently been either the second or third largest buyer of US wheat since the 2015/16 season, importing between 836,000 metric tonne and 1.09 million metric tonne annually.
Last week’s announcement by the government appears to be one more in a series of ill-thought policies
aimed at reforming food production in Nigeria. This season’s wheat harvest is happening right now, and the
next crop is not planted until November. The harvested area is estimated to be about 60,000 hectares which
is relatively unchanged for the last six years and puts the average yield at just one metric tonne per hectare.
The domestic market cannot possibly react to the government's new policy and feed the huge population
without imports. If the government's stated goal of 50 per cent self-sufficiency is to be achieved, it would require an additional 2.4 million hectares of land for wheat production using existing agronomic practices. This
would mean a reallocation of corn and sorghum hectares, jeopardising Nigeria’s self-sufficiency status for
those commodities.
The foreign exchange limit is a desperate move from a government rife with corruption and an abysmal economic management record. The policy will affect almost the entire population, and its people will simply be
collateral damage if the policy is implemented. There will be a local reaction, but will it be enough to sway the
policy makers?
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CHURCH NOTICES
Church of Christ

ST PAUL’S ANGLICAN

Thursday 22nd April 7.30pm
Bible study at A & W VanDyk’s home

Sunday, April 25th

Bring something from the Bible about the word salvation

NO SERVICE

Friday 23rd Apr 3.15 – 5.00pm

ANZAC DAY
Kids Club at Church of Christ Hall is commencing

Acts

Chapter 4 Verses 5-12

(Youth Group will commence at a later date)

1 John Chapter 3 Verses 16-24
John

Sunday 25th Apr 10.00
Worship service with Sunday school during the
service
Bible Verse: Proverbs 21:2
A person may think their own ways are right, but
the Lord weighs the heart.

Chapter 10 Verses 11-18

Psalm 23

Seventh–Day Adventist
105 Church Road, Mt. Walker
Saturday, April 24.
10:00 am. Senior’s Bible Study, now into a new series
“The PROMISE, God’s Everlasting Covenant”, and for
this week “An Everlasting Covenant”, Key Text :
Genesis 17:7 RSV, and studying from various parts of
Genesis,
Exodus Daniel and Revelation.

ROMAN
CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Sunday, April 25 8th

Sabbath School will be available for kids too.

10.00am

11:30 am. Worship Service with Dr Allan Lindsay via
video, to be appreciated almost as much as when he
has been with us in person several times in the past.
You can follow the new Bible Study series on your
VAST TV on Channel 603 at 4:00 am on Mondays (if
you can’t sleep or would like to record it to follow this 5
part study throughout the week) before it’s on again at
4:00pm on Fridays, or there is another half hour
program, “Let God Speak” at 7:00 pm Fridays.
Phone contacts representing the church –
Terry & Rhonda - 9061 7032, 0427 907 119,

Reader: R Hickey
Contact: R Hickey 0428 132 454
J Cusack 0408 064 727
Cleaning: R Hickey

or 0417 907 119.
Pastor Lomani - 0429 770 331.
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Birthdays
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th

Tracey McWilliam
Daniel Mortimore
Dennis Wanless
Sam Lopez
Denise Cooper(Gould)
Hillary Hill
Andrew Pool
Colin Holberton

Steve Bailey

Peter Menegola

Kobi Lyon
Todd Hall
Ian Ball
Len Commons
Tammy(Tancred) DellaVedova
Aaron Mortimore

Baye Steward
Hendy Cowan
Seaton Ridout
Rhonda(Teasdale) Cole

ANNIVERSARIES
28th

Lou & Glen Maringoni
Gaynor & Pat Latham
Peter & Jenny Murphy(Lethlean)

I was in the McDonald’s drive-through in at lunch time yesterday and the young lady
behind me leaned on her horn because I was taking too long to place my order.
“Take the high road,” I thought to myself. So when I got to the first window I paid for
her order along with my own.
The cashier must have told her what I'd done, because as we moved up she leaned out
her window and waved to me and mouthed "Thank you.", obviously embarrassed that I
had repaid her rudeness with a kindness.
When I got to the second window I showed them both receipts and took her food too.
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COMING EVENTS
April

2021

Wednesday

21st
REED Narembeen bookings ADMIN 68 323 825

8.30am - 5.30pm

GOLF - LADIES - S’Ford - J McGregor Trophy
Thursday

22nd

Men’s Shed

9.00am

REED Narembeen bookins ADMIN 68323825

8.30am - 5.30pm

Autumn Club

10.00am-2.00pm

DARTS - MC Sharks V Magpies
- Wizards V Royals
- Jets V Bruce Rock
Friday

23rd

Playgroup at Numbats Centre

Saturday

24th

Church Seventh Day Adventist

9.30am

Men’s Shed

9.00am

FOOTBALL - Narembeen V Southern Cross—at Narembeen
Sunday

25th

Church - Roman Catholic and Church of Christ
ANZAC DAY - Fall in
GOLF - Mt Walker -

10.45am
Halley Cowan Trophy

- Narembeen - MENS - Par - K Browning Trophy
- LADIES - Sweepstakes
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

26th

27th

28th

PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Circuit Gym

9.30am

Arts and Crafts and Book Exchange at Community Shed

10.00am-4.00pm

Senior Citizens

2.00pm

REED Narembeen bookings ADMIN 68 323 825

8.30am - 5.30pm

ST JOHN AMBULANCE COLLECTION DAY

10.30am - 4.00pm

REED Narembeen bookings ADMIN 68 323 825

8.30am - 5.30pm

Editor:
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